A – Level History suggested Reading and Preparation

We study two main time periods in year 12:
· The Early Tudors 1485-1558
· The French Revolution and the Rule of Napoleon 1774-1815
The best thing to do, to prepare for studying History at A-Level is familiarising yourself with these time periods, some of the key events and who the key individuals are. Below are recommended resources for you to use, read and watch, to help you achieve a stronger understanding of what we will study but also hopefully spark off an interest in the topics! Remember it doesn’t all have to be academic, there are lots of historical fiction resources which help get you familiar with the topics, events and people, while also designed to be entertaining. If you want to complete work alongside your research you could - create fact files on the different key figures you come across – think about their motivations and the key events they were involved in.

The Early Tudors 1485-1558

Suggested Reading
Non-fiction books
· Thomas Penn, Winter King 
· David Starkey, Henry
· Richard Rex, The Tudors
· John Guy, Tudor England
· John Edwards, Mary I: England’s Catholic Queen
Fiction books
· Philippa Gregory – Any from below
· The White Princess (Elizabeth of York)
· The Constant Princess (Katherine of Aragon)
· The King's Curse (Margaret Pole)
· Three Sisters, Three Queens (Margaret Tudor, featuring Mary Tudor and Katherine of Aragon)
· The Other Boleyn Girl (Mary and Anne Boleyn)
· The Boleyn Inheritance (Jane Boleyn, Anne of Cleves and Katherine Howard)
· The Taming of the Queen (Kateryn Parr)
· The Queen's Fool (A young Jewish girl's story of her service in the court of Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I)
· Hilary Mantel, Wolf Hall
· C J Sansom

· Dissolution
· Dark Fire
· Sovereign
· Revelation
· Heartstone
· Lamentation
· Tombland


Suggested Viewing 
Non-fiction:
The Winter King documentary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5FsriGn300
Henry VIII: Mind of a Tyrant https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x20nxy2
Fiction: 
· The Tudors – staring Jonathan Rhys Meyers (currently available on - All 4 | The on-demand channel from 4 (channel4.com))
· Wolf Hall (BBC drama) (available on britbox – subscription required)
· The White Queen (BBC drama) (available on britbox – subscription required)

Suggested Listening 
· BBC History Podcast ‘In Our Time’ – The Tudor State https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546xd
· BBC History Podcast – The Hidden Henry https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00knthw
· BBC History Extra – Tudor Podcasts – this article has links to 9 podcasts about the Tudors
https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/podcasts-tudors-history-henry-viii-george-thomas-boleyn-thomas-cromwell-elizabeth-i-jane-seymour-lady-jane-grey/



The French Revolution and the Rule of Napoleon 1774-1815

Suggested Reading 
· Simon Schama Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution 
· Ian Davidson The French Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny
· Dylan Rees France in Revolution 1774-1815 Access to History 
· Michael Broers Napoleon: Solider of Destiny 
Suggested Viewing 
· BBC History Napoleon: x3 Episodes https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7qetnj    
· PBS Documentary on Napoleon https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrbiSUgZEbg
· BBC History: Terror! Robespierre and the French Revolution https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suZdYkZ_feM
Suggested Listening 
· Podcast ‘Revolutions’ by Mike Duncan Series 3 – The French Revolution (Available through most podcast apps.)
· BBC History Podcast ‘In Our Time’ – The French Revolution https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/topics/French_Revolution
· BBC Radio 4 Napoleon Profile: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00jhvhn

