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Dear Parents                                    19th January 2024 

Headteacher’s Update Letter 2023/2024 – Letter 9 (of 9) 

As always, I trust this letter finds you well.  Although several items have been emerging for an update letter, I 

wasn’t planning to write this early into the new term.  My day started with a message from Mr Mugliston, the 

Business Manager, about the water supply and that there’s “water everywhere.”  Fortunately, this was an 

assurance that the water supply had been fully restored. 

School Closure Communication 

Ideally, any decisions to close the school are made before 6.30am with communication by 7.00am.  In this 

situation, a message will appear on the website, and we also notify the County Council.  The school is assumed 

to be open unless we state otherwise (this is in case the situation changes).  If a member of staff can access the 

electronic systems, we would look to use these to send a message too as well as an email. 

However, in October and yesterday, we made the decision to close the school during the day which means there 

are different considerations.  In this case, the school community were informed at the same time, and we used 

email, the School Gateway as well as the website to communicate this.  During Period 4, students were 

permitted to use their mobile phones. 

A few parents missed the School Gateway message and, understandably, they are not constantly looking at the 

app.  The Finance Office have reminded me of the following points: 

• Texts from the school are sent to the School Gateway App – using the number that was used to register 

on School Gateway; 

• Settings on the phone need to be changed for notifications to be displayed. 

 

School Closure Decisions 

This has to be a last resort and, increasingly, we have seen different reasons for the closure: in October, far too 

much water, and in January, no water. 

Prior to this, most decisions were based on bad weather and its effect on transport.  Many schools this year had 

to consider the safety of their buildings.   

It is helpful for families to consider the ‘what ifs’ when this situation emerges.  Some planning is always valuable.   

Water Supply to the Area and to the School 

This has been fully restored by Essex and Suffolk Water (and my apologies that I referred to Anglian Water in 

correspondence).  This was clearly a major piece of work but hopefully the investment and repairs will work 

well.   
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On a related theme, the original building here would benefit from some new pipework and supplies, and I am 

pleased to report that last week we learnt that the Government has granted us £270K to undertake this work.  

Amongst other things, we hope this will improve the water pressure to some of the sinks as well as the water 

fountains.   

Anyway, my last word, for now, on water and apologies we were disrupted once again. 

School Calendar 2024-2025 

We are currently proposing the following Professional Days (or non-pupil days) for the next academic year: 

Monday 2nd September 2024 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 (to include Year 7 and Year 12 transition) 

Friday 14th February 2025 

Monday 21st July 2025 

Tuesday 22nd July 2025 

In broad terms, this means that, for students, the academic year will finish on Friday 18th July 2025.  The start 

dates for the terms for students are as follows: 

Wednesday 4th September 2024 

Monday 6th January 2025  

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 

Other relevant dates are included in this year’s School Calendar. 

Year 11 Parents Evening Thursday 8th February 2024 

As this event is a slight amendment to the calendar, I thought I would draw this to your attention as a letter has 

been sent out to Year Eleven families.  This is a useful, face to face opportunity, to discuss progress and consider 

important next steps.  Year Elevens have conducted themselves well during the recent Prep Exams. 

Summary 

I very much hope that this is a successful year for everyone associated with the school community.  I hope that 

water does drop down the priorities.  Many of you will recognise the line, “water, water everywhere not any 

drop to drink.”  This comes from the Rime of the Ancient Mariner, a poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge.  It’s a long 

read but its overall message warns readers of the dangers of acting without regard for the consequences. 

Some wisdom for us all, myself included! 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


